April 26, 2021

headstones cascading across Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. On the fourth day of July, we
join friends and family for a celebration of our
nation’s independence. On each November
11th, we reach out to the veterans in our lives,
thank them for their service, and if we are
lucky, listen to their stories of service. Scat-
tered between these national celebrations are
memorials hosted in small towns and big cities
across America that pay tribute to the local
legends who fought to protect the freedoms
we hold dear. Every year since 1989, the Ex-
ercise Tiger Commemorative Foundation,
alongside the Coast Guard Station Barnegat
Light, have celebrated the heroes of Exercise
Tiger with a wreath-laying ceremony at sta-
tions across the United States. It is now the
longest-running wreath tribute in Coast Guard
history.

Moreover, this year, the Exercise Tiger
Commemorative Foundation has worked with
the Audrain County Commissioners to memo-
rialize and celebrate the oft-overlooked her-
oism of our nation’s Black soldiers and sailors.
We must never lose sight of the fact that while
Black soldiers were fighting for the freedom of
France, they themselves were not free in
America. As they parachuted in Normandy
and stormed Omaha and Utah Beaches, our
nation was upholding the horrors of segrega-
tion and Jim Crow. They did so because they
believed in the promise of America. We are all
eternally indebted to that faith and their sac-
rifices, and | want to thank the Foundation and
the Audrain County Commissioners for work-
ing to ensure that all our veterans receive the
praise, glory, and honor they have earned.

A 5,000-pound anchor, located in Audrain
County, serves as the memorial for the heroes
of Exercise Tiger. However, it is more than
just a relic of the past. Rather, it is a constant
reminder that our freedom was paid for by the
sacrifices of those who came before us. At the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, a blue
ribbon was wrapped around that anchor, and
it was only to be cut down when a vaccine
was developed. On April 28, 2021, as our sci-
entists, healthcare workers, and soldiers en-
gage in a noble crusade against COVID-19 at
vaccination sites across the country, that rib-
bon will be removed. While its removal does
not signal the end of the pandemic, it does
celebrate the fact that we are accomplishing
what seemed impossible just months ago. We
have demonstrated, like the Greatest Genera-
tion before us, that America can overcome
any threat when we are united, be it a fleet of
enemy submarines or an elusive virus. That
capacity will always be worth celebrating.

Madam Speaker, please join me and my
colleagues in honoring the nearly 750 Ameri-
cans, including 201 Missourians, who gave
their lives during Exercise Tiger. Additionally,
please join me in extending a heartfelt “thank
you” to the Audrain County Commissioners,
the Exercise Tiger Commemorative Founda-
tion, and the Coast Guard Station Barnegat
Light, for organizing these memorial events
each year since 1989. On April 28th, it is my
fervent hope that we all take a moment to re-
member the victims and veterans of Exercise
Tiger and to re-affirm our commitment to hon-
oring their legacy each day through selfless
service to others in our community.
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Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, | always ap-
preciate the opportunity to share positive news
about young people from Ohio’s Fourth Con-
gressional District. Today, | am pleased to
commend to the House twelve high school
students who are being honored for their out-
standing leadership skills and volunteerism.

On Wednesday, the Noon Optimist Club of
Lima, Ohio, will recognize Tyler Arheit, Anna
Delamotte, Lily Floyd, Addison Jones, Aubree
Linhart, Lucas Prichard, Trenton Stout, Sara
Watkins, Thomas Williamson, Trace Wilson,
Ryan Zheng, and Zachary Zwiebel at its an-
nual youth appreciation luncheon. These stu-
dents were each nominated by their schools
for being good role models for their peers.

| thank the Optimists for their efforts to cele-
brate the many achievements of these stu-
dents and am proud to join in the accolades
to them. They have my very best wishes for
continued success in their lives in the years to
come.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, my vote was not
recorded on the Motion to Table H. Res. 331.
To clarify, here is the correct information with
respect to that vote:

Roll Call Vote Number 122: Yea.

———

IN HONOR OF UAW LOCAL 276
MEMBER KAREN ROHRSSEN

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2021

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to retiing UAW member Karen
Rohrssen. Karen is the Administrative Assist-
ant for the United Automobile, Aerospace and
Agriculture Implement Works of America Local
276 in Grand Prairie, TX.

With 36 years of faithful service to UAW
Local 276, Karen Rohrssen is the conscience
and heartbeat of the organization. Her dedica-
tion to supporting its members goes above
and beyond expectations. She is an essential
member of Local 276 who has given her time
and talents to helping others.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Karen
Rohrssen and extending our best wishes to
her for continued success. Her leadership will
be greatly missed, but | know she will continue
to be an active member of our community and
continue to support local union members.

E451
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Monday, April 26, 2021

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes in Washington, D.C. due to a
health issue which prevented me from trav-
eling from my home district.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 120 and YEA on Roll
Call No. 121.

——————

HONORING UNITED STATES ARMY
PRIVATE WALTER A. SMEAD
FOR HIS HEROIC SACRIFICE AT
THE BATTLE OF CHOSIN RES-
ERVOIR DURING THE KOREAN
WAR

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 26, 2021

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor U.S. Army Private Walter A.
Smead for his heroic sacrifice at the Battle of
Chosin Reservoir during the Korean War,
where he ultimately gave his life for his coun-
try at the young age of 24. His remains were
recently returned to the United States in 2018
and at long last, identified in March of 2021,
after he was listed as missing in action in
1950 and then presumed dead since 1953.

Private Smead was born and raised in Sara-
toga County, New York in the Town of Hadley.
After enlisting in the Army and joining Battery
A, 57th Field Artillery Battalion, 7th Infantry Di-
vision, he was deployed to Europe in World
War Il and then to Korea when the North in-
vaded the South in 1950. Private Smead was
reported missing in action at the Battle of
Chosin Reservoir after his unit valiantly pro-
vided cover for retreating forces before retreat-
ing themselves. In 1953, he was presumed
dead but, for decades, Private Smead’s family
had no body to bury or knowledge of how he
ultimately met his end. The conflict at the
Chosin Reservoir saw more than 7,500 Amer-
ican casualties on the battlefield, and thou-
sands more perished due to freezing tempera-
tures and harsh conditions.

Through the dedication and perseverance of
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency,
the remains of Private Smead were finally
identified on March 17, 2021 through DNA
matching. His brother and fellow U.S. Army
veteran, Douglas, never stopped searching or
gave up hope that he would discover addi-
tional information about his brother's death.
This recent discovery can hopefully provide
closure to Private Smead’s family. His brave
sacrifice in the line of duty helped to ensure
the safety of countless U.S. service members,
and for his valor, he was posthumously award-
ed the Purple Heart and the Korean Ambas-
sador for Peace medal.

Private Smead will finally receive the burial
he deserves with full military honors at the
Saratoga National Cemetery this summer. On
behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional Dis-
trict, | am honored to remember Private
Smead’s great sacrifice, and | thank him for
his service to his country, protecting our Amer-
ican ideals of freedom and democracy for all.
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